
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Dec. 5, 2019

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings
Youth Network Commission - Tuesday, Dec. 10, 8 a.m. - Community Center
CANCELED - Arts Commission - Wednesday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m. - Art House

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In
Revised Winter 2019 Tax bills to be mailed

 
Please note that the due dates printed on the Winter 2019 tax bills mailed out over the
Thanksgiving weekend were incorrect. Revised bills with correct due dates will be
mailed this week. Winter 2019 tax bills are due February 14, 2020 without penalty. On
February 15, a 3% penalty will apply. The last day to pay summer and winter taxes at
the City will be March 2, 2020. On March 3, 2020, delinquent amounts will be turned
over to the County for collection. We apologize for any inconvenience. If you have any
questions, please call 248-449-9901. 

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall


City Council recapCity Council recap
of Dec. 2, 2019 meetingof Dec. 2, 2019 meeting
 
Local Boy Scout Troop #746 led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Brian Turnbull opened the meeting by noting that Michael Turnbull died on Thanksgiving
Day and paid tribute to his late brother for his service to the community as a Vietnam veteran
and educator/coach at Culver Academies. 

Wayne County Support Emergency Operations plan –  Council approved a resolution to
develop a plan that meets the requirements of the Wayne County Support Emergency
Operations plan and paves the way for the City to receive State assistance for disaster related
expenses.

Police Chief Alan Maciag explained the process to Council. The resolution provides for the
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery from natural and human-made disasters
within the City of Northville by being part of the Wayne County emergency management
program. The resolution also appoints the county emergency management coordinator as the
City of Northville’s emergency management coordinator. It provides for a means to coordinate
the resources of the municipality with those of the county, and provides a means through which
the City Council may exercise the authority and discharge the responsibilities vested in them by
this resolution and Act No. 390.
 
Allen Terrace lease – City Council, on a 4-1 vote, approved the lease contract for residents
and applicants to the City-owned senior apartment building on High Street. Barbara Moroski-
Browne opposed the lease contract on the grounds that the terms for non-renewal were too
vague. 

Special events that close downtown streets – City Council approved a 60-day moratorium
on reviewing applications for special events (aside from parades) that close downtown streets.
(Applications can still be submitted, but will not be approved or denied during that time.) DDA
Director Lori Ward addressed Council and noted that Main Street and/or Center Street were
closed 34 times in 2019 for events. A subcommittee will convene, consisting of the DDA,
merchants, event hosts, and others, to research events and policies, and seek alternative
venues that won’t require the closing of downtown streets yet still be accessible for attendees.
Ward will report back to Council with recommendations. 
 
Election commissioner  – Council voted Barbara Moroski-Browne to serve the term for
2020. 

City Council representatives appointed  – Twenty-three appointments were made to
boards and commissions in the City and affiliated organizations in the region. Barbara Moroski-
Browne is taking on the liaison roles held by former City Council member Nancy Darga. Other
Council members are keeping their appointments, with the following exceptions:

• Chamber of Commerce – Mayor Brian Turnbull will represent the City Council rather than
the former liaison, Marilyn Price.

• Downtown Development Authority (DDA) – Mayor Brian Turnbull will be a member of the
DDA board, with Marilyn Price as an alternate.

Moroski-Browne said she will work with the City manager to develop a detailed list of boards
and commissions to serve as a resource and verify that all have the required number of
members and members’ terms of service have not expired. 

Council communications
Mayor Turnbull expressed his appreciation for the Holiday Lighted Parade and Greens Market
held in downtown Northville the weekend before Thanksgiving. He noted that thousands
attended those holiday events and encouraged everyone to attend in the future. He also
invited residents to get involved in the City by attending meetings of topics they are
“passionate” about. 



Public comments … Jim Koster, 204 St. Lawrence Blvd., asked why the flood plain is being
reexamined at this time. 

City Manager Pat Sullivan responded that FEMA is the agency that creates the map with input
from the county. FEMA doesn’t survey the entire elevation of a flood plain, but rather surveys
points along the land and assumes linear progression from one point to another. He noted that
Wayne County and Oakland County update their flood plain possibly once every 10 years, and
that data is also part of FEMA’s calculations.  

A recent survey of the Northville Downs area, submitted by the developer to FEMA, showed
that the flood plain could be significantly reduced. This information, based on actual
measurements, was not known when the Master Plan was being developed. 

The City’s engineering firm OHM reviewed the calculations made by the developer’s
engineering consultant. FEMA indicated to the City that the amendments to the flood plain
could be approved once they receive additional requested information.

The Planning Commission wants to use the new information as it considers changes to the
Master Plan. In 2014, when the Master Plan was being developed, the flood plain showed that
half of the 50 acre site (Downs property) would be restricted and couldn’t be built on. Now,
there could be a different calculation for density using the updated flood plain. 

Watch the video here . 

Planning Commission recapPlanning Commission recap
Of Dec. 3, 2019 meetingOf Dec. 3, 2019 meeting
At the Planning Commission meeting on Dec. 3, three main items were reviewed with
recommendations as presented below. 

• The commission passed a motion to set up a Planning Commission subcommittee to discuss
the public input process for the Master Plan. The result of this discussion will be presented to
the full commission as a recommendation. The motion was prepared by the City Attorney. 

• The commission said the plans provided on behalf of Northville Car Wash at 470 E. Main were
incomplete and could not be voted on without additional information. They provided a list of
items that need to be addressed along with recommendations. These items range from lot
ownership and the number of parking and stacking spaces, to the impact on street traffic and
the turning radius for cars using the planned new entry kiosks to the car wash.

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) – The commission discussed information presented in a Power Point
by Planning Consultant Sally Elmiger and also took questions and public comment from the
audience. They asked Elmiger for revised ordinance language for discussion at the next
meeting that would cover the following: 

• homes that exist at the time of the ordinance adoption may maintain the existing footprint and
FAR 
• include some relief for small lots, 6,000 ft2 and less
• exclude uncovered decks from FAR calculation
• specify that unenclosed porch means no screens
• option to include covered side/rear porches in FAR

Compost collection ends season on Dec. 9Compost collection ends season on Dec. 9
While compost collection is underway, place compost materials out separate from your trash
and recyclables on your regular trash pickup day.

Compost consisting of grass clippings, leaves, and garden waste may be placed in 30 gallon
paper compost bags or in 35 gallon reusable containers with sturdy handles marked
“COMPOST” or with an “X”. Do not place lids on the containers. Do not put compost in plastic

https://vimeo.com/377167958


bags – it will not be picked up.

Stickers for reusable containers are available in the City Hall vestibule, which is open 24 hours
a day. The compost season resumes in the spring.

Correction – The Nov. 27 issue of City News stated the Massey Estate is in Northville.
It is in Novi but has a Northville mailing address.

Festival of TreesFestival of Trees
lights up thelights up the
NorthvilleNorthville
CommunityCommunity
CenterCenter

Stop by and admire the
trees decorated by
organizations and area
nonprofits. Each tree is
uniquely decorated and
may also spark some great
decorating ideas. The
display is free to view
whenever the building is
open, and is sponsored by Northville Parks & Recreation. An area preschool class sang
Christmas carols at the tree lighting event on Dec. 3 to the delight of young and old. Check out
the trees and choose your favorite.





Events/Things to Do







Tinsel & Treasures Handcrafters ShowTinsel & Treasures Handcrafters Show
Friday, Dec. 13, 2019 / 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.Friday, Dec. 13, 2019 / 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 / 9a.m. - 5 p.m.Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 / 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019 / 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019 / 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Northville Community Center
303 West Main Street

The nationally ranked Handcrafters Tinsel & Treasures returns to downtown Northville for the
40th year. With handmade gifts for everyone on your list, you won’t want to miss the last and



best show of the season!

Admission: $4 (Purchase at the door)
12 & Under: Free

Around Town

ParkingParking
It is illegal to park on City Streets between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. without a permit. If you are having
visitors or work done on your driveway and must park in the street overnight, call our Overnight
Parking hotline at 248-305-2790 by 2 a.m. with the license plate number and street location of
the vehicle to avoid a parking ticket.

Renew annual parking permitsRenew annual parking permits
Residents can apply for or renew their parking permits at the Police Department from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., Monday - Friday. Be prepared by filling out the form ahead of time – obtain an
application here . Permits for 2019 expire Dec. 31, 2019. Don’t wait too long to renew.

At Home

Sewage backupsSewage backups
Most homeowner's insurance will not cover sewage backups, but insurance can often be
obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option. Also, consider
having a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help minimize the risk of
backups and related damage.

Persons making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the public sewer
had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental agency knew, or in the
exercise of reasonable diligence, should have known about the defect, and that the
governmental agency, having the legal authority to do so, failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system,
you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after the overflow or
backup is discovered. Notice should be mailed to the City of Northville, Attn: City Clerk, 215 W.
Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167. Claim forms may be obtained by calling the City of
Northville Department of Public Works at 248-449-9930.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items.
Reimbursement for the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum amount
payable.
Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that was
damaged due to the sewer backup.

The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

Secretary of State MiTimeLine appointment systemSecretary of State MiTimeLine appointment system
Why wait in line? The Secretary of State now has a system available at several locations where
residents can make an appointment or hold your place in line. Check locations online at
www.MI.gov/MiTimeLine  to schedule an appointment and they will call or text you when your
turn is coming up! www.michigan.gov/SOS

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PoliceDept/Forms/ParkingPermitApplication.pdf
http://www.mi.gov/MiTimeLine
http://www.michigan.gov/SOS


An easy way to dispose of old medicationsAn easy way to dispose of old medications
Do you have outdated prescription or over-the-counter medications that you want to get rid of?
Don’t flush these medications down the toilet – it pollutes the water supply; don’t throw them
away because they will end up in a landfill and may be consumed by wildlife. There is a safe
and convenient way to dispose of unwanted medications. Bring your unwanted medication – no
liquids, needles or injectable medication - to the secure drop box in the lobby at the Northville
Township Police Department at 41600 Six Mile Road. There is no paperwork required and the
bin can be accessed 24/7. When the drop box is full, collections are picked up for disposal by
the Drug Enforcement Authority.

Brush collection programBrush collection program

The City of Northville allows residents to place branches at the curb without bundling or
bagging them. Branches 6 feet long and up to 6 inches in diameter can be placed at the curb
for removal by the City’s solid waste collection contractor.
Residents can dispose of large piles of branches by placing them at the curb. Every Tuesday,
year-round, a crew will come through each neighborhood and chip any branches left at the
curb. Branches must be in the street right-of-way (between the street and the sidewalk). Simply
stack the branches neatly behind the curb with the cut ends facing the street.
We cannot take roots, stumps dirt, lumber, railroad ties or any wood with metal in it. Residents
can dispose of firewood pieces and stumps with their normal weekly garbage (Maximum 35
gallon cans and 60 lb. weight limit).

Residents may need to rake up small branches after the large brush piles are removed.  



Northville Police Department has free gun safety locksNorthville Police Department has free gun safety locks
Don’t take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially if you have
young children and teenagers. Stop in at the Northville Police Department lobby to get your
free gun safety lock. There are no forms to fill out and no waiting.

Doing Business

Tree permits requiredTree permits required
A permit from the Building Department may be required prior to cutting down any tree in the
City of Northville.  Before cutting down any tree, you must first make application to the Building
Department to determine if a permit is required. The City will be enforcing this ordinance if trees
are cut down without the required permit. To avoid enforcement action, please contact the City
of Northville Building Department at 248 449-9902. Tree cutting is regulated by Section 90 of
the City of Northville Code of Ordinances.
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/governing_documents

Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory is availableHistoric Resource Council 2019 Directory is available
The Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory lists architects, contractors, suppliers and others
who specialize in historic preservation, rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and
houses. This directory will interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic
buildings and others who own property or are involved in the City’s Historic District. The book
can be viewed at City Hall and online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network’s website:
www.mhpn.org (see the publications page).

Follow our Facebook page (Northville City Hall,Follow our Facebook page (Northville City Hall,
Michigan) and our Michigan) and our TwitterTwitter account  account @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services,
such as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utilitybills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll
see our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list

To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items, please
e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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